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ATHENS

|- am thrilled o be af the helm of this fun, thought-provoking, thrilling, witty, and hearifelt season
on the horizon. First, we embark on a journey 1o a sunny Caribbean Island filled with the fomilior
and toe-fapping funes of Jimmy Buffett, volcanoes, and easing up on that fast-paced life to discover
love. “It's those changes in latitudes, changes in affifudes.”

Next, jump info the fall season with o well-known Stephen King classic brought to life on stage with
a production that will analyze our psyche and will be sure to make you squirm in your seats while
examining the fine line between obsession and love.

Now, let's shift gears and join a group of entertainers in World War 11 keen on spreading the holiday spirit o save o
Vermont Inn, White Christmas. Our holiday offering helps set the tone for our yearly festive décor provided by our
fantastic Facility Manager, Alan Ware, the Athens Staff, and a group of dedicated volunteers. It's a holiday tradition
that no Volusio County resident should miss, and every fourist deserves fo experience.

Coscading into the New Year is Frozen Jr., A heartfelt story that will help us all understand that being different is not
something to be feared but embraced os strength and love.

Next, the theatre travels fo ancient Rome for a hilarious farce infused with the music and lyrics of the great Stephen
Sondheim. Slamming doors, love, and mistaken identity wrapped up in safire fuel this classic show. A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum will keep you laughing in your seats.

And finally, we will take you to the East Village of NYC in o Pulitzer Prize-winning musical for o story about living as
well os you can for as long as you can, Carpe Diem (seize the day). We are all afraid of losing the person we once
were in order to be true fo ourselves. RENT will show us all that there’s only us; there’s only you—a true celebration
to tonclude our theafrical year.

| look forward 1o seeing und getting fo know you ot the theatre and enjoy our upcoming Season of Love.

Frank Ramirez
Producing Artistic Director

A FUNNY THING

HAPPENED O THE WAY
TO THE FORLIM

JAN 2&,45,5311. h MARCH 1- 24 _ _
ORDER YOUR SEASON TICKETS AND SAVE'

ki,

-

www.AthensDeland.com =%

All events are sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Arts and Culture
the Florida Council on Arts and Culture, the Cultural Council of Volusia County, and Volusia County.
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JREY BUFAAETTS
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Book by Music and Lyrics by
Greg Garcia & Jimmy Buffett
Mike O'Malley

Original Broadway Production produced by
Frank Marshall, Rich Entertainment Group, Anita Waxman and Grove Entertainment

The world premiere of Zscape fo Margaritaville was produced by La Jolla Playhouse, in La Jolla,
California Christopher Ashley, Artistic Director and Michael Rosenberg, Managing Director

Director Choreographer Music Director
Becca Allison Chris
Southworth Maxwell Endsley
Scenic Designer Sound Designer Lighting Designer
Michael Lamar Nick
Brewer Hickley Hogan
Scenic Builder/TD Costume Designer Production Supervisor
Tori Tamara Diane
Oakes Marke-Lares McLean

July 14 - August 6, 2023 | The Athens Theatre

Jimmy Buffett’s Fscape to Margaritavilleis presented by special arrangement with
Broadway Licensing, LLC. (www.broadwaylicensing.com)
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Athens Theatre
2022-2023 Board of Directors

Joseph Maxwell, President
Christofer Kemp, Vice President
LI Jay Keller, Secretary Irwin Landau
Daniel Conard Michael Kelton, Treasurer Robert Mann
Joyce Darch Pamela Rintz
Donald Fields Judith Whitelock

Tom Fleishel y \\"’// ‘ b Michael Wingo
Lyndsay Fuller N\ [

All events are sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State,
Division of Arts and Culture, the Florida Council on Arts and Culture,
the Cultural Coundil of Volusia County, and Volusia County.
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Director’s Nofes... Fler9e i rure

Calling all Parrotheads! It’s vacation time at the Athens, and I have just
the destination! I’'ve always viewed going to the theatre as a “vacation.”
It has the power to transport people for a couple of hours from the
stress of the real world. I am fortunate in that Mazgaritavillehas made
that easy. This show features 27 Jimmy Buffet tunes that will inspire
you to tap your feet, sing along, and head to the beach...or the bar.

Jimmy Buffett first created Margaritaville as an oasis for people to get
away and have some fun. Although his Margaritaville holds its origins
in Key West, it is a mythical world that can be found almost anywhere.
“It’s pure escapism is all it is,” Buffett says.

So, if you are truly ready, I
invite you to leave all your
cares behind, as you sit back,
RELAX, and “escape” to our
Margaritaville.

Jimmy Buftett’s
Escape to Margaritaville
Director

& R — = .
NOTE TO AUDIENCE: - The videotaping or audio and/or visual recording
of this production is a violation of United States Copyright Law and an
actionable federal offense.
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Jy’ireze Bell-Bernett (Jamal, Investor, Ensemble) is ecstatic to be a
Athens Theatre in this exciting production of Escape To Margaritaville.
Jy’ireze is a 21-year-old college student studying at Palm Beach
Atlantic University. and is a prominent performer in the Central and
South Florida areas. Previous performance credits include Za Cage
Aux Folles (The Barn Theatre), Grease (The Barn Theatre), You're a
Good Man Charlie Brown (Maplewood Playhouse), 7he Wizard of Oz
(Lakeworth Playhouse), 9 fo 5 (Lakeworth Playhouse), Les Misérables: High School
Edition (Cocoa Village Playhouse), Mamma Mial (Cocoa Vlllage Playhouse), Newsies
(Cocoa Village Playhouse) and many more. Jy’ireze would like to thank the Athens
Theatre for welcoming him, and many thanks to his family, friends, and God for their
love and support. Enjoy the show!

Skylar Dowman (Tina, Female Tourist, Ensemble) recently moved
home to Florida after graduating from Reinhardt University with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical Theatre and a minor in Dance. Skylar’s
theatre credits include Shellhamer in Miracle on 54th Street (Beach
Street Rep), April in Company (Reinhardt University), and Hope
Harcourt in Anything Goes (Reinhardt University). She is thrilled to be
making her Athens Theatre debut and thanks her friends and family
for their love and encouragement!

» Kids Music Time
¢ Kids Dance
¢ Acting and
Public Speaking
¢ Improvisation _
e Creative Drama v.
e Musical Theatre ) A
e Private Voice,
Acting and
Dance Lessons 2023 FALL CLASSES

For more information or to sign up: www.athensdeland.com/youth-theater/
Email: Education@athensdeland.com * Phone: 386-736-1500 Opt. 3 Ext. 2



The Athens Theatre
Presents
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SPONSORS & DONORS
MAKE TT HAPPEN!

GET RECOGNIZED
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

When you make a donation of $100 or more,
your name will be listed in the Athens Theatre
Company playbills for the rest of the season!

& TAKE A SEAT CAMPAIGN

s Honor Your Family » Celebrate a Birthday
Remember A Loved One * Rejoice A Birth
Commemorate A Marriage
These are all great reasons to name a seat at the bistoric Athens
Theatre. As a seat donor, your name or that of a loved one will be

engraved on a permanent brass plague on the back of a luxurious,
custom-designed seat. You will also be added to the Donor Plague

ﬂ;l 000 $750 or $5 00 located in the lobby. Premium Seats are still avatlable for:
ORDER YOUR SEAT OR MAKE A DONATION

by calling (386) 736-1500 or email DonorSupport@AthensDel.and.com

UPSCALE MODERN BOUTIGUE




Christopher Fahmie (Tully Mars) is honored to
perform at the Athens Theatre. Since returning
to Florida, he has been building theatrical
sets, but has had the opportunity to play on
stage as Richard the Lionheart in Zion in
Winfer, Niko in The Office Holiday FParty
Musical Fxtravaganza Show, and some
sort of naughty vampire prince in Nosferatu. He would like

to show his appreciation to his wife and family for putting up
with his nonsense and to Becca Southworth for reaching out
and issuing a “License to Chill”.

Donald Fields (Boston Weatherman, Mr. Utley, M.C Sloppy Joe,
Minister, Ensemble) is thrilled to return for his 20th show here at the
Athens Theatre! Last seen as The Girl’s Father (Bellomy) in the mid-
pandemic production of 7he Fantasticks in October 2020, Donald
has since taken on his proudest role to date - Assistant Principal for
Performing Arts and Exceptional Student Education at Lake Brantley
High School in Altamonte Springs. And, to be honest, he could
absolutely go for a margarita right about now! In addition to his work on and backstage
at the Athens, Donald serves as a member of the Board of Directors. Donald would
like to thank this whole production team for getting him back on stage, as well as his
friends and family for their love, their support, and for always letting him be himself.

vT Reliant Title Group, Inc. d/b/a
Volusia Title Services
WHETHER YOU ARE BUYING OR SELLING A HOME, LET OUR EXPERIENCE AND

EXPERTISE GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE CLOSING AND SETTLEMENT PROCESS.

Office 386.279.4828 Fax 386.279.0048
109 West Rich Avenue » Deland, FL 32720
Relianttitlegroup.com

Serving Central Florida for over 35 Years
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~AWARD WINNING PLANNERS-

BEST EVENT PLANNERS- NEWS JOURNAL BRIDES CHOICEAWARD -WEDDING WIRE
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“YOU ONLY HAVE ONE CHANCE
TO MAKE THE DAY PERFECT.”
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Michael Funaro (jD) is proud and delighted to
be back among his friends at the Athens Theater.

Athens stage as Scrooge in Scrogge the
Musical along with several other Athens
productions such as King Arthur in
Spamalot, Sweeney Todd, Les Misérables and
Inherit the Wind. “I have been a Parrothead for most of my [}
adult life and being able to live out this lifestyle onstage is a v"
dream come true.” Thank you to Becca, Chris, Frank, and my -5 y
beloved family for allowing me to pursue this opportunity. It’s Q
5 O’clock Somewhere!TlT

Logan Freeman (Goon #2, Chicago Weatherman, Touristman,
Ensemble) is excited to return to the Athens Theatre this summer.
Logan was last seen in the Ensemble of Young Frankenstein and played
Horton in Seussical, Jr. Logan will be attending the University of West
Florida this fall and will study Musical Theatre.

ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN!

V/M&E LECCONE

¢ Improve Power Range
¢ Breath Control

e Personal Style

¢ Performance

\OTOne Quality

N

“ For more mformatlon or to sign up,
) go to athensdeland.com/lessons
or email Education@AthensDeland.com




GET A STAGE WORTHY SMILE!

IS B85 IR " SESIERHE |
ANTHONY J. VISCONTI, III, DMD
——— FAMILY & IMPLANT DENTAL CARE

W

333 East New York Avenue, Suite B
Deland, FL 32724

Tel 386.734.7330 » Fx 386.734.0329
viscontidental.com

August 11 ¢ 7:30pm

[\' SanzSamz

PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATES, LLC

DRS. DON AND ANITA SANZ
Licensed Psychologists serving individuals and couples
(386) 943-9040 » www.sanzandsanz.com * www.sanzplans.com



7 Jot Gault (Chadd/Ensemble) is excited to return to the Athens stage
for the 2023-2024 season. Performing in shows such as Young
Frankenstein, A Chorus Line, Ragtime, Holiday Inn, and Rock of Ages
| Jot is ecstatic to be joining an amazing cast to enjoy the sounds, moves
and moments in a paradise known as Margaritaville.

Everlee Grooms (TSA Agent, Presenter, Ensemble) is excited to be
back at The Athens for the tropical, Escape fo Margaritaville, a contrast
to the chilling, winter show, Scrogge the Musical (Martha Cratchit/
Ensemble). As a member of the Athens Theatre Youth Academy, she’s
just added Footloose, along with Singing in the Rain, Jr. (Ensemble),
and Matilda, Jr. (Matilda) to her list of summer productions. Recent
local shows include Ensemble in: Shrek the Musical (Athens), Hello,
DollyT (The little Theatre), Seussical the Musical & High School Musical (Inspired
Theater Co.), and student showcases at Shoestring & Breakthrough Theatres. She is a
member of Stetson Young Singers, Singers Select, and Volusia Co. 4-H. She earned blue
ribbon at 4H county & district levels this year; and, with her sister, placed 3rd in the
Volusia County Fair talent show. Being a DeLand native, community is important to her
and she’s often found working backstage, tech, or volunteering for local organizations.
She will always consider The Athens Theatre her 2nd home, and thanks the creative
team for allowing her this opportunity.

Mark Leavitt (Goon #1, Ensemble) is so excited to return to the Athens
stage! Mark was last involved with the Athens as the Male Swing in last
summer’s Rock of Ages. He is currently going to school for musical
theatre at Nazareth College in Rochester, New York. Previous credits
include John Hinckley in Assassins, Dennis in A/ Shook Up, and an
Ancestor in 7he Addams Family. He would like to thank his friends and
family for all of the constant love and support!

s Please #ef Us Reack Dt Goal!
mm  ATHENS THEATRE
= SPEAKER |NFF%2MEP"EJN

122 SYSTEN  sdioiout,

&~ CAMPAIGN arvensbean.cow




ST P ETER Choosing the right

school for your child is
CATHOLIC SCHOOL one of the most

éﬂ@ 386-822-6010 important decisions
stpeter-deland.org

you will make.

SAINT PETER CATHOLIC SCHOOL
421 West New York Ave. * DelLand, FL 32720
386-822-6010
www.stpeter-deland.org

Educating For Life...
Academically, Spiritually, and Physically




Scott Leavitt (Lawyer Dude, Ensemble) is excited to be back on the
Athen’s stage after appearing in Rock of Ageslast summer! Since then,
he graduated with his BFA in Drama with a concentration in Acting
from Lynn University. Past credits include Billy Flynn (Chicago), Julian
Marsh (42nd Street), Demetrius (A Midsummer Night’s Dream), and
Jim O’Connor (The Glass Menagerie). He’d like to thank the cast and
crew for their tremendous hard work and talent, and his family and
friends for their constant support. Enjoy the show!

Brittany Nicole Lewis (Marley) is a Daytona Beach, Florida resident
and is currently employed as a US History teacher in Volusia County.
Since the age of six, she has been singing and dancing; she debuted in
chorus in the 6th grade and began performing in musical theatre in
the 9th grade. She has been seen performing at several Central Florida
events, venues, and various musicals such as Dream Girls, Little Shop
of Horrors, The Music Man, Sister Act, and Shrek; her favorite role was
Brenda in Smokey Joe’s Café. Brittany’s church’s worship team has been her home for
the past five years. As a singer Brittany is eager to use her talents for the good of the
community. She hopes to continue using her passion for music and voice to inspire
others, bring joy and entertain for many years and looks forward to new opportunities.

JAUGuStEI2thIEN730pm




RESTAURANT + BAR

t 143 N. Woodland Blvd.
wemer g+ # Deland, FL 32720
S 386-873-4976

~ i theparchedoak.com




Abigail Morgan (Rachel) is thrilled to be joining the
cast of Escape fo Margaritaville, her second show ¢
at the Athens Theatrel You may recognize her
from 7The Hunchback of Notre Dame (Choir/ [
Statue/Reveler) at the Athens, where she could  /
be seen juggling and performing acrobatics -
in addition to her role in the Ensemble. Other
previous credits include /nfo the Woods (Cinderella), Legally |
Blonde (Brooke U/S), and The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee (Ensemble) at Fort Walton Beach High School. In
addition to performing in live theatre, Abigail spent several :
years in the Panhandle as a character performer for Enchanted Parties LLC and is
currently pursuing character-performing opportunities in Orlando. Abigail enjoys
sewing and crocheting in her free time and would love the opportunity to work in
costuming one day in addition to performing. She’d like to thank her family and
partner for supporting her and always encouraging her to pursue her dreams!

Ashley Peters (National Weatherwoman, Female Investor,
Ensemble) is a local choral director, music director, and vocalist.
She performs around the area with various groups, including the
Bach Festival Chorus and the Disney Cast Choir and is thrilled to be
back on the Athens Theatre stage! Some of her recent roles include
Lin (The Great American Trailer Fark Musical), Vibrata (A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way fo the Forum), Poppy (Noises Off,
Sister Mary Martin-of-Tours (Sister Ach), Ethel McCormack (Foofloose) and was
most recently seen here in 7he Hunchback of Notre Dame. Ashley is excited to
spend a little time in Margaritaville this summer with this incredible cast!

ﬂ/aemm

Ushers e Tech Crew ® Misc.
Ages16+

Email: Marketing@A thensDeLand.com




Thank You To Our New Patron Sponsors!

$15,000 - $25,000 Star Performer Sponsors:

Jay & Karen Keller

$10,000 - $14,999 Leading Actor Sponsors:

Dr. Bruce & Carolyn Bigman

$5,000 - $9,999 Supporting Actor Sponsors:
Kristin Bright

Clifford & Lavonne Strachman

$2,000-$4,999 Ensemble Performer Sponsors:

Bill & Pam Brown
Pamela & Rick Rintz
Burt & Arleen Rosenberg

Steven Smith

Coming tg the Athens Theatre

Saturday,/
August 19
7:30 pm

Sr.s

a tr:Lbute




Gabriel Quijano (Brick) is thrilled to be
making his Athens Theater debut! Gabriel is a
2021 graduate of Rollins College in Winter
Park, Florida, with a Bachelor of Arts in S
Music, focusing on vocal performance and
conducting. He was most recently seen as
Henry the Historian in 7%e City Beaulifiil,
an Original Live Band Burlesque Musical at the Orlando
Fringe Festival, winning the Green Venue Patron’s Pick in [
2023 and Watermark Magazine’s WAVE Award for Favoritc Y
Local Theatrical Show in 2022. Gabriel gives infinite thanks to
his friends and family for their endless love and support, and
special thanks to the cast and crew of Escape fo Margaritaville
for this unforgettable tropical experience!

Katherine Reiss (Tammy) is thrilled to be
! making her Athens debut! She is a recent Rollins
College 2023 grad, where she earned
her BA in Theatre Performing Arts.

Her most recent theater credits are

The Dukes in Shakespeare’s As You
Like If (Annie Russell Theater), Marie

Curie in 7he Half Lite of Marie Curie (Rollins Players),
Della in 7he Cake (Rollins Players), and Madame
Thenardier in Les Misérables (SCPS Performing Arts).
Katherine would like to thank her friends and family

for all of their continuous love and support.

+ 3 Story Vintage Mall 114 S. Woodland Bivd.
» Over 42 Dealers DeLand, FL 32720
* Everything from 386-747-4061
Furniture to Hours Open:
Collectibles Sunday-Monday 12-4
* Mary Ellen Walker, Tuesday-Friday 11-5
Owner Saturday 10-6

Grandma had it, Mom got rid of’it, You want it back.
Come see if'we ve gol il.




IMPROV
YOURSELF!

DELAND & GREATER
WEST VOLUSIA

CHAMBER OF COMMEREE
EST. 1890

JOIN THE CHAMBER FOR NETWORKING
OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVE
YOUR CONNECTIONS WITHIN OUR
WEST VOLUSIA COMMUNITY

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE EMAIL US AT

CONNECT@DELANDCHAMBER.ORG
OR CALL 386.734.433]
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Natalie Werba (Alix Jaffe, Gmger Ensemble) is thrilled to be in her
first production at the Athens Theatre. Natalie is a rising junior in the
BFA Musical Theatre Program at the University of Central Florida and
has performed in a variety of musicals and plays including her previous
theatre credits Working (Woman 2 and U/S Rose Hoffman) Welcome
To The Moon (Betsy), Pippin (Fastrada), and Bright Star (Lucy Grant).
She has also been showcased at the Dr. Phillips Performing Arts Center:
Applause Awards as a medley lead, outstanding performer, and alumni performer.

Christie Young (Fargo Weatherwoman, Wanda, Podcaster, Ensemble)
is happy to return to her Athens Theatre family! For the Athens, she’s
played Poppy in Noises Off, Frau Blucher in Young Frankenstein,
Regina in Rock of Ages, Woman 1 in 7 Love You, You’re Perfect, Now
Change, and a gargoyle in Hunchback of Nofre Dame. She’s performed
in theatres from Alaska to New Hampshire. Other local performances
include Lady Eugenia in A Gentleman’s Guide fo Love and Murder
(Osceola Arts), Ensemble in Kiss Me Kate (Orlando Shakespeare Theatre), and Helga in
Holidays Around the World (Epcot). She is a full-time actor and puppeteer for Universal
Orlando Resort and holds an MFA in Musical Theatre Performance from the University
of Central Florida. “Many thanks to my family and friends for their continued support!”
Instagram: @foreverchristieyoung. Facebook: @christieyoungsings.

JOHNEBENVER” TRIBUTE

AUGUST 25 - 388 SHOWTIMES




We make connections
across our community.

We connect the community to local
news and information. We also connect
your business to more customers.

And we can connect your brand story
to a premium, engaged audience

like no one else.

LOCALIQ Daytona Beach




“Yah - rah tay na too-rah Uhmay-ah row-hah tay -  aww nay”
(pronunciation )

ADVANCED UROLOGY

ENST 1T UTE
LOOKING AT HEALTHCARE
FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE.

P S aswg i |
= www.AdvancedUrologyInstitute.com 1'_ o
685 Peachwood Dr ¢ DeLand * FL. 32720 Phone: 3862 7363463
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Donald Fields.............. BOSTON WEATHERMAN, MR. UTLEY,
MINISTER, M.C SLOPPY JOE, MIKE
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~ACT 1~

License to Chill

License to Reggae

Fins

Five O’ Clock Somewhere
It’s My Job

Why Don’t We Get Drunk
and Screw

Three Chords

We Are The People Our Parents
Warned Us About

. Son of a Son of a Sailor
Tuesday On The Island
Wednesday On The Island
Thursday On The Island

Changes in Latitudes,

- Friday On The Island/Come Monday

~ACT 2 ~

Volcano

Grapefruit, Juicy Fruit
He Went To Paris
Cheeseburger in Paradise
Tin Cup Chalice

It’s My Job Reprise

Love and Luck/
Breathe In, Breathe Out

King of Somewhere Hot
Coast of Marseilles

A Pirate Looks At 40
One Particular Harbor_
Bows

Post Bows

Changes in Attitudes
- Margaritaville
Director ........coceveveveennee Becca Southworth  Scenic Build Crew.......... Jonathan Jackson, *
Choreographer ................ Allison Maxwell Ethan Roth, Henry Roth, Diego Caso
Music Director.........ccceuenee. Chris Endsley  Production Supervisor/PSM.... Diane McLean
Producing Assistant Stage Manager/
Artistic Director.................. Frank Ramirez Deck Cheif ..o Annalee Weydert
Scenic Designer................. Michael Brewer  Costume &
M Prop Designer/ Prop Shop Manager ............ Amy Uppercue
| Scenic Builder/TD........ccccoeuuueee Tori Oakes pun Crew . Avery Tyler, Rory Tyler
Costume Designer.... Tamara Marke-Lares Cadence Mimms
Lighting Df:signer/ ATD.... Nicholas Hogan Lightboard Operator... Madison Thompson
~ Sound Designer................... Lamar Hickley Spotlight Operators............ Hayden Tyler,

Scenic Charge Artist ............ Bonnie Sprung Artic Brown




The Athens Theatre Presents

CHICAGO REWIRED

—=THE PREMIER CHICAGO TRIBUTE BAND ——

SYSTEM INTEGRARON
& INSTALLATION

Design Services - Acoustic Treatment Audio
Product Training/Support Lighting
AVL Installation - Streaming Services Video

3905 Center Loop = Suite 300 - Orlando, FL 32808
407-299-9678



Becca Southworth (Director) is excited to be back at the Athens, serving
as director. It’s been too long! She had the pleasure of directing Some
Fnchanted Evening and serving as Choreographer for Lion King, Jr
and Seussical, Jr. Previous Athens performance roles include Mother in
Ragtime, Patsy in A/ways Patsy Cline and Lady of the Lake in Spamalot.
Other Central Florida credits include Diana in Next fo Normal, Becca
in From Here, Laverne in Once I Laughed, and Betty Haynes in Whife
Christmas. Becca holds a BA from Rollins College, an MFA from UCF, and an MEd in
Leadership from Stetson University. She is currently an Assistant Principal at Lake Mary
High School. She would like to thank her incredibly loving and talented husband Trevor
who has given her years of research on how fo relax when you’re stressed, have fun,
and appreciate lifel She hopes you will do the same.

h ) Allison Maxwell (Choreographer) As a lifelong Parrothead, Allison is
so excited to serve as choreographer for Escape fo Margaritavillel She
directed Matilda, Jr. last season and has choreographed several Athens
shows including Shrek TYA, Mamma Mial, and the smash hit, Scrooge,
the Musical (the most attended show in the theatre’s history!). Along
with her husband, Allison is the owner of the Emmy Award winning
Studio Creative Group here in DeLand. She has studied and worked
with dance greats such as Garth Fagan, Jean Pierre-Bonnefoux and Jared Grimes and
has served as choreographer for shows such as Annie, Anything Goes, Fiddler on the
Roof; Jesus Christ Superstar and The Wiz at theatres across the Southeast. Favorite
onstage performances include roles in Spamalot, 9 to 5, Anything Goes, and Sweet
Charity. For over twenty years, Allison has been an award winning dance instructor
and choreographer, and currently teaches everything from Ballet to HipHop at
Children’s Musical Theater Workshop in Ormond Beach. Allison is also working
towards a Master’s degree in Creative Writing and Literature at Harvard University.
She would like to thank her husband Joey and daughter Delaney (who gets her name
from a Jimmy Buffett song!) for keeping her feet on the ground and her head in the
clouds, and sends love to her entire Athens family for enabling her to do what she loves
while surrounded by such incredible people! “That’s why we wander and follow La Vie
Dansante.” Fins up!

TURN-KEY DESIGN, LLC

Josh & Cassandra Poertner are proud to support the Athens Theatre!
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Focused on Tomorrows Solutions Today

GET SHOP FOR SCHEDULE TRY ON SOME
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BELLEVIEW « BUNNELL » DELAND  EDGEWATER  LADY LAKE
MOUNT DORA = ORANGE CITY « ORMOND BEACH » PORT ORANGE




Director, currently serving as Vocal Director for Virgin Voyages cruise
line. Chris has been Music Director/Accompanist for Garden Theatre,
UCF Conservatory Theatre, Rollins College, Athens Theatre, Orlando
Repertory Theatre, Daytona State College, Theatre Winter Haven,
Granbury Opera House (Texas), and Seaside Music Theatre. Chris
has music directed some of The Athens’ biggest musicals, including
Hairspray, Spamalot, Caparet, Legally Blonde and Sister Act.

Chris was on faculty seventeen years at Seabreeze High School, Daytona Beach, where
he served as Chair of the Fine Arts Department, Choral Director and coordinator of
the prestigious American Musical Theatre program. In 2004 he received the school’s
coveted Teacher of the Year Award. In 2022 Chris retired from University High School,
Orangge City, ending a twenty-five year career as a music educator with Volusia County
Schools. Chris toured the country as a concert organist, conducted workshops in church
music development, and has over 40 years experience in church music. He is currently
Organist/Director of Traditional worship at North Lake Presbyterian Church, Lady
Lake. Chris holds a Bachelor of Music in Church Music/Organ from Baylor University,
a Master of Music in Organ Performance from Florida State University and two
additional years of graduate study in performance from Texas Christian University.
Chris is a proud member of AFM Local 389. Much love to A.M.E.N.I
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Michael Brewer (Scenic Designer) is a 1987 graduate of Wright
State University in theatre design and technology. He started working
as a scenic artist in regional theatres such as, The Alliance Theatre in
Atlanta, La Jolla Playhouse, Cincinnati Playhouse, and the Cleveland
Playhouse. He is currently based in Ohio and has been designing for
local theatres there. He has designed Guys and Dolls, A Christmas
Story; Clue, Elf, I Love You, You’re Perfect Now Change and Ragtime.

Lamar Hickley (Sound Designer/Director of Sound) has always been
involved with the Arts. Since the age of 8, he has acquired the skill to
play multiple instruments and gained knowledge in the area of sound
reinforcement. He has over 20 years of experience as a recording
engineer, in live mixing, and music production. In 2012, he received
his AS degree in Music Production Technology and in 2014 he received
his BAS in business supervision and management. Lamar’s passions in
the industry of audio granted him the “Most Outstanding Student” award in 2012. As
a result, he was selected as the face of the Music Production Technology at Daytona
State College. In 2016, Lamar was introduced to the Athens family and is honored to
have his company “Kevin Majestic Productions,” responsible for ensuring all the audio
needs are met with nothing but the best sound and quality?!

Nicholas Hogan (Lighting Designer) is excited to be working with the
Athens as Director of Lighting/Assistant Technical Director. Nick found
his passion for lighting in early high school, practicing design at the
historical Barn Theater in Stuart, Florida. After high school, Nick went
on to find employment in various lighting positions in places such as
the Maltz Jupiter Theatre, the Lyric Theatre, and the Orlando Repertory
Theater. Nick is responsible for the lighting design and execution of
the Athens mainstage shows as well as their limited engagement
performances.
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Tori Oakes (Scénic Builder/Prop Designer/Production TD) is ‘a
Central Florida based technical director and scenic designer. She is, as
always, happy to be working at the Athens Theatre. Previous designs
at the Athens include Rock of Ages, The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee, Ragtime, Shrek TYA Version, Elt, Chicago, Mamma Mial,
The Fantasticks!, 9 fo 5, Info the Woods, The Producers, Jekyll & Hyde,
The Wedding Singer, Oklahomal, Arsenic & Old Lace, Aladdin, Jt., Sister
Act, Driving Miss Daisy, James and the Giant Peach, A Christmas Carol, The Addams
Family, Cabaret, and White Christmas. Tori is the owner of Misfit Toys Theatrical LLC,
an Orlando based production company that, in addition to building scenery for Athens
Theatre productions, provides various scenic and properties services for a number of
theatrical organizations from Central Florida to New England. Tori holds an MFA in
theatre from the University of Central Florida.

Bonnie Sprung (Scenic Charge Artist) is very happy to be back with
Athens Theater after scenic painting for Scrogge, Ragtime and most
recently 7he Hunchback of Notfre Dame. Bonnie has a BA from Hofstra
University in Set Design and Graphics, along with her AA from Valencia
Community College in Fine Art. She has done set design, scenic painting,
make-up and stage management for over 200 shows in Orlando and
New York. She worked as Set/Scenic designer for the BCC Summer Fine
Arts program and the JCC Center Players and Stage Manager, Sound and Graphics for
Summer Winds Theatre. She has also designed for GenY Productions, First Academy
Middle and High School, Westridge Middle School, Boone High, Lake Brantley High,
Central Florida Community Arts, JCC Youth Academy, FL Theatrical Productions, The
Ensemble Company and Gotha Middle School. Some of her nominated designs include
Caparet, The Flick, Bat Boy the Musical, Jane Eyre the Musical, Torch Song, Clybourne
Fark, Pertect Arrangement and Hysteria. Bonnie has over 30 years experience in
curating, judging various art exhibits and thespian competitions and is a member of the
Women’s Caucus for Art and is a past president of the FL chapter. Currently she is on
the Seminole Cultural Arts Council Board. Bonnie, has shown her fine artwork and has
received several awards. www.BonnieSprung.com (http://www.bonniesprung.com/)

www.ATHENSDELAND.COM
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FINANCIAL ASSOCIATES
Clarity and Confidence for Life"

Providing Clarity and Confidence is what we do,
Helping you live by design is who we are

Investment Management

and Financial Life Planning

812 N. Woodland Blvd, DeLand, FL 32720 - (386)738-1800
12443 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601, Jacksonville, FL 32223 - (904) 262-9808
FleishelFinancial.com

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC
Fleishel Financial Associates is not a regi: /dealerandis i of Raymond James Financial
Services, Inc. Investment advisory services offered through Fleishel Financial Associates and
Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.
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Tamara Marke-Lares (Resident Costume Designer) is a sculptor,
painter, printmaker, and creature marionette maker. She has been
designing costumes freelance for 19 years. She has designed for
Dance, Ballet, Opera and Cirque productions, as well as numerous
collaborative and solo productions. Some favorite costume credits
include Rock of Ages; Ragtime, Shrek?, Elt; Clue; Ain’t Misbehavin’;
Jerry’s Girls; Chicago; The Complete Works of William Shakespeare, Abridged;
James and the Giant Peach; Guys and Dolls; Info the Woods; The Wedding Singer;
Jekyll & Hyde; The Lion King, Jr: and The Producers. This is her sixth season with
the Athens Theatre. Tamara spends her days teaching at Ivy Hawn Charter School,
creating art and costumes and being amazed by her two crazy-talented children.

Diane McLean (Production Supervisor) is a professional stage
™ manager with over 30 years’ experience in regional, touring, and
8% Off Broadway theater, as well as film and higher education. She
received her MFA in Stage Management from Boston University.
She has stage managed for The Kennedy Center, Manhattan Theatre
Club, Berkshire Theatre Festival, Huntington Theatre Company,
Lyric Stage Company, Boston University College of Fine Arts, and Boston University
Tanglewood Institute, to name a few. Film credits include War of the Worlds,
directed by Steven Spielberg and Stephanie Daley starring Tilda Swinton. In addition
to her work at the Athens Theater, she is a professor and mentor to students at the
Mike Curb College of Music, Entertainment, & Art at Daytona State. She is also the
former Professor of Theatre at Endicott College in Beverly, MA. She’d like to thank
Frank and the staff and board of the Athens Theater for the opportunity to engage
in theatre once again in her new hometown of DeLand. Love to H, C, and G.
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Annalee Weydert (Asst. Stage Manager) is going into her 3rd year at
UCF this fall in the BFA Stage Management program. Her Theatre UCF
credits include Project Spotlight’s Race fo Intinity (Stage Manager), 7he
Resistible Rise of Arfuro Ui (Asst. Stage Manager) and Shrek the
Musical (Production Assistant). Here at the Athens, her credits
include Rock of Ages (Stage Manager), Mamma Mial (Asst. Stage
Manager) and Jerry’s Girls (Asst. Stage Manager). She is also often
backstage or in the booth during events. She thanks her friends and family for the
endless support and hopes you enjoy the show!

Amy Uppercue (Costume Shop Manager) has been working behind
the scenes at the Athens Theatre since 2011, and has loved being a part
of all the magic that has been created on our stage. Favorite costume
design credits include 7%4e 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee,
The Little Mermaid, Jr, A Year with Frog and Toad, Legally Blonde:
the Musical, and Footloose. In addition to running the Athens Costume
Shop, Amy is also a teaching artist for the Athens Theatre Youth

Academy, and serves on the board of the National League of Junior Cotillion West
Volusia Chapter and the Deland Choir Parents Association. So much love to C, HK, AB
and B. Enjoy the show!
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Good Samaritan Clinic

The Good Samaritan Clinic is a faith based, volunteer driven, non-profit
organization that provides quality, non-emergency medical and dental
services-free-of-charge to eligible residents of West Volusia County. These
residents are between the ages of 18-64 years old that have no insurance
and are 200% below the federal poverty level.

1

If you have the desire to serve, please call us 386-738-6990 El ;
To make a financial contribution,

please visit our website at www.gsdld.org
136 East Plymouth Avenue, Deland, FL 32724
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University with her BFA in Musical Theatre. After twelve years of
working in the theatre industry and managing the offices of several
companies, Alexa became the Director of Marketing and Operations
for the Sands Theatre Center (DBA - Athens Theatre) in July of 2011.
In 2021, she was made the theatre’s Executive Director. Among other
shows, she has appeared on the Athens Theatre’s stage as Sandy in
Grease, Fantine in Les Misérables, and as Roz in 9 fo 5 the Musical. She has dedicated
her life to working with an incredible family of co-workers and volunteers to make the
Athens Theatre a representation of what community theatres can strive to be—both
onstage and off. In addition to her theatre family, she is fortunate to have an incredible
husband and daughter who are endlessly patient and supportive with all thing Athens
Theatre. Mrs. Baldwin thanks everyone in the cast, crew, production team, and ALL the
staff for the tireless hours they spent making tonight’s magic happen. She hopes that
you enjoy the show and come back to visit us again soon.

Frank Ramirez (Artistic Director) is a dedicated entertainment
professional with over twenty plus years of experience. His journey
in the arts has taken him behind the scenes, on stage, in union
management, production management, stage management, general arts
management, production director and creative guidance on multiple
levels in the arts industry. He joined the Athens Theatre in 2018, has
directed numerous mainstage productions on the Athens stage, and is
thrilled to be the Producing Artistic Director for this beautiful jewel of a theatre in the
heart of Downtown DeLand.

In the past, Frank has been part of multiple productions and organizations on
Broadway, Off-~Broadway, professional regional theatres, event management, and theme
park entertainment management. He has also been associated with The Jim Henson
Company via Heather Henson’s IBEX Puppetry, where he served as Company Manager
and facilitator of their worldwide full-scale theatrical productions in Canada, China,
Kazakhstan, Indonesia, and nationally across the USA. Frank also worked as a guest
artist instructor of Stage Management at SUNY Potsdam/Crane School of Music.

Mr. Ramirez works with the Executive Director and Board of Directors to help steer
the creative vision for the Athens Theatre. This includes working with a committee to
develop play selections, production schedules, and budgets. He is responsible for hiring
and overseeing all staff necessary to prepare for and present each Athens Theatre
Company production. In addition, he oversees the production management aspect for
all live events on the Athens stage.




When you are fired of dedling with Unreiic:b!e campu?er consultants who are impossible to reach,
nickel and dime you over everything,and fail to deliver the level of service you expect...

‘mokmg technology simple O

www.phintec.com 321-214-2500
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(early THE GREAT VOICE OF VOLUSIA COU

PLAYING THE BEST MUSIC EVER CREATED.
ARTISTS INCLUDING FRANK SINATRA, MICHAEL BUBLE  ELLA FITIGERALD,
HARRY CONNICK. JR, ROD STEWART, TONY BENNETT, AND MANY MORE.
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Craig Uppercue (Community Outreach and Development Supervisor)
A Stetson University alumnus, Mr. Uppercue has taught for 18 years in
the public school systems of Florida from the Elementary to Collegiate
levels. Craig is the Music Director of the Off-Broadway National Tour
The Rock & The Rabbi and performs with the show when available.
Other performing opportunities include Broadway and Off-Broadway
credits such as 7he Witnesses Musical (Original Cast member), 7/e
Lion King, Songs for a New World and numerous national tours throughout the U.S.
He is actively involved with many professional symphonies, and maintains an active
performing schedule with professional artists throughout the nation. Mr. Uppercue
has been with the Athens Theatre since 2011, and he has directed many musicals and
plays at the Athens as well, most recently Shrek TYA7 Craig and his wonderful wife,
Amy, live locally, enjoying every moment as they watch their three daughters grow up!

Santi Gabino Jr., (Marketing and Communications Manager), a native
of South Florida, made the exciting decision to relocate to DeLand in
the Summer of 2022. With a rich background in event management,
Santi served as the Executive & Marketing Director of a highly
successful venue in Homestead, FL for over 11 years. During his tenure
on his family’s estate, he orchestrated nearly 100 weddings, attracting
attention from renowned publications like Allure Bridal and Modern
Bride for magazine shoots. The venue also became a prime location for television
filming and hosting esteemed networks such as Nickelodeon and Telemundo.

He also spearheaded the creation of a wildly popular Farm to Table dinner series.
Having cultivated a substantial social media following in his previous role and drawing
upon his expertise, he now oversees the creation of all marketing materials, social
media strategies, business to business promotions, and the crafting of all press releases
and public communications.

Shonda L. Thurman (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Advocate)
Born and raised in Flint, MI, Ms. Thurman holds a BFA in Musical
Theater from Roosevelt University, in Chicago, IL and Stephens College
in Columbia, MO. She also holds a theatre management certification
from Tiffany Vega Management. Shonda is currently the curriculum
manager for the Orlando Family Stage and current co-chair for the
Juneteenth lunch and Learn Facts of Freedom. Her performance credits
range from local to all over the country in national tours. In her roles as a DEIA,
performer, director, and educator she believes that everyone deserves a voice, their
stories told and heard, and themselves represented in whatever arena they choose.
“I am not a teacher I am an awakener.” ~Robert Frost.
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(386) 736-1353

1441 N. Amelia Ave. « DelLand, FL 32724
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Davtona Plavhouse
Daytona Beach
DaytonaPlayhouse.org

December 8 - 17
Grand Re-Opening!

Shoestring Theatre
Lake Helen
ShoestringTheatre.net

September 1 - 17

:

Flagler Playhouse
Bunnell
FlaglerPlayhouse.com

September 22 - October 8

The Little Theatre
New Smyrna Beach
NSBPlayers.org

August 31 - September 10

OVERTHE RI

Theater West End
Sanford
TheaterWestEnd.com




Glohally Inspired cuisine featuring fresh ‘ T ‘ S S Seating reservations and walk-ins

RESTAURANT

local seafood, prime steoks, and more! Tuesday - Safurdoy 5pm fo 9pm

Ask for our Athens Theatre Pre-show 3-course Prix Fixe Menu

(please allow 1.25hrs+ for dining)
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VISION & HEEA\.S

FUELING & EMPOWERING WOMEN THROUGH COWORKING

100 E. New York Ave., Suite 103
Downtown Deland, FL 32724
386.977.9637 « info@visionandheels.com

visionandheels.com
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Richard & Paula Kelton

ATHENS THEATRE DONORS

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
United States Small Business
Administration
Cultural Council of
Volusia County
State of Florida Division of Cultural
Affairs
Volusia County

$15,000-$25,000
Jay & Karen Keller

$10,000-$14,999
Dr Bruce & Carolyn Bigman
Kristin Bright

$4000-$6,999
Bill & Pam Brown
Clifford & Lavonne Strachman

$2,000-$3,999
Pamela & Rick Rintz
Burt & Arleen Rosenberg
Steven Smith

$1,000-$1,999
Deborah Etsy

Mayor Chris Cloudman

Frances R. Foundation
William Holler Il

Lacey Foundation
Dennis & Lynn Laube IMO
Eleanor H. Dorbert
Phyllis A. Miller
Pat & Toni's Sweet Things

Claudia & Stephen Roth

$500-$999

Samuel Atkinson

Debbie & Greg Howard

Robert & Mary Dell Paterno
Dori Steinman & Clay Fraga

Donald & Leslie Whalen
Richard & Laura Wyrick

Shirley Horn
Jack & Jane Manwaring Foundation
Jane Pelis
Lori Pinkalla
Janet Rhode
Frank & Carol Riccardo
Scott Roser
The Sarnes Family
Schmude Family
Ann & Ken Shanley
Carla Spalding

Nancy Atkins
Karissa Taylor

Joan & Taver Cornett
Albert Eid
DelLand Pride Timothy Taylor
Scott & Christine Tuell
112 West LLC

Jeffrey Norton MD

ScaN QR CODE FOR LINK OR
VISIT ATHENSDELAND.COM
TO DONATE!

$250-$499
William & Leanne Adams
Shannon Chausse
Nicole Colangelo
Tricia Danielsen
Greg & Tiffany Freed
Kevin & Carmen Gallagher

Paul F. Abbott
Becky & Anthony Adesso
Ambrico Family Foundation
Ana T Arnaiz
Suzanne Atkinson
Glenn Avidon
Alexa & Robert Baldwin
Elaine & Bruce Barritt
Linda Bindler
Robert Botchick
Linda Breckenridge
Dot Brown
Celeste Brozovich
Deborah & Dean Burke
Thomas Cacek
Susan Carrier
Anita Clark
Sandra Colon
Daniel & Chelsea Conard
Chad & David Conley
Kay Cordero
Bernice Comella
Amanda Cortright
Janelle Davis
Randy Deveaux
Ann Dobranic
Gary Doswell
Thomas Douttily
Mary Ellen Early

William Feyk

Lionel Hector
Lonna Heffington
$100-$249

Thomas & Rebecca Fleishel Diane Reed
Gary & Josephine Rinkerman
Scott Roser

Marty & Ali Ross
Stephen & Claudia Roth
Stephen & Debra Ryan
Gary Secor
Madeline Schilling
Kenneth Shanley

James Galzerano
Gloria Gardner
Bonda S. Garrison
Dr. & Mrs. Rhonda Gilliard
Jim Goldschneider
Ella Hall

Bill & Tree Hazard
Debra Height
Stanley A Higley Shelby Smialek
Dawn & Rudi Hoffman Dennis Sobeck
Margaret Whitlow Howard Lary Sorensen
J&J Security Carla Spalding
Charlie Spells
Ramona M Starses

Larry Stein

Rev. Kent & Peg Klophaus
The Kemp Family
Dr. Irwin & Kathryn Landau
Dennis Laube
Laureate Alpha Upsilon
Myriam Lemay
Tracy Lunquist
Robert Martin
Dr Richard Martorano
Sarah McAskill
The Miles Family
Donna Miller
Michael Myers
Rob & Nancy Naulty
Mark Neff
Paula Olivero
Beth Pattison
Heidi Payne

Elizabeth Strange
Howard Strange
Sarah Thomas
Allison Van Zandt
The Wagoner Family
Scott & Karen Weiss
Donald and Leslie Whalen
Judy Whitelock
David Whitmore
Pamela Whittet
Susan Williams
Allisan Van Zandt
Sally VanderZanden
Howard Vann

The Falasco Family
All listed have made a donation to the Athens Theatre within the last 12 months.



Thank You To Our
Share The Spotlight Sponsors!?

Please remember to thank them
the next time you visit one of these businesses!

THE STUDIO

CREATIVE GROUP

ST. PETER

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
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Advanced Urology Institute
Anthony J. Visconti, Ill, DMD
Artisan Downtown
Bodhi + Sol Spa
Cress Restaurant
Dale D. Batten , DMD, PA
Kemp Realty Group
Marketplace at Rivertown
Phintec
Reliant Title Group, Inc., d/b/a Volusia Title Services:
Sanz & Sanz Psychological Associates
The Party Exchange
Total Comfort
Turn-Key Designs
Vision and Heels
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